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Guidelines & Procedures for In-Person Worship at Calvary Baptist Church 
 
First and foremost, we are excited to welcome some of our church family back to in-person 
worship here at Calvary Baptist Church! Our staff has worked diligently to prepare a space for 
you that follows the guidelines and recommendations outlined by our governor. We are 
committing to do our best to continue to monitor any changes in the guidelines, as well as make 
changes to our procedures as we learn best practices. With that said, worship at Calvary will look 
very different than you are accustomed. Please review the guidelines and procedures we have 
provided. Our goal is not to overwhelm you, but rather to prepare you for our new normal 
during the pandemic. We ask each worship attender to commit to follow these guidelines. 
Additionally, we ask that you have grace with us as we make decisions we feel are best for our 
congregation. We realize you may not understand and/ or agree with every choice, but we 
encourage you to continue to support our staff as we work through a situation none of us have 
ever experienced.  
 
As you are aware, Phases I and II of reopening Kentucky recommend those who are 65 years old 
and older, those with pre-existing conditions that make them more vulnerable to the virus, as 
well as those who live with people who fall into those categories, to remain sheltered in place. 
We strongly recommend following that guideline. We commit to you to continue to provide 
meaningful worship each week virtually. Additionally, we will continue to create opportunities to 
keep our entire Calvary family connected in both in-person and virtual gatherings. Your health 
and safety are paramount. Although we long for the day when the coronavirus is behind us and 
we can all gather together, today is not that day. We will support your decision to do what is 
best for your family.  
 
Please know that we have the safety of each of you at the heart of every decision we make. Each 
of us is honored to serve here at Calvary, and we are going to work with you to make this 
transition back to in-person worship as smooth as we possibly can. Again, bear with us as the 
learning curve is steep. But we are committed to do everything we can to serve your family.  
 
With Joy,  
Calvary’s Staff Ministers 
 
 
Prior To Arrival:  
 

 In accordance with the governor's travel advisory, we are asking that if you have traveled 

out of state, please wait 14 days upon return before returning to in-person worship.  

 Please check each family member’s temperature just before leaving your home. If any 

member of your family presents with a temperature of 100.4 or higher and/ or 

respiratory symptoms such as a cough or shortness of breath, we ask the entire 

household to stay home and join us for virtual worship.  
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 For the health and safety of our entire church family, we expect those who are medically 

able to wear a mask at all times when inside the building. Please be sure to bring a mask 

for each member of your family. We will have a limited number of masks on hand. 

Children 5 years old and under are not required to wear a mask.  

 Please communicate these guidelines to children in an age-appropriate manner.  

 
Upon Arrival:  

 Welcome! Feel free to park in any of our parking lots. 

 Church doors will open 15 minutes prior to the first scheduled event. Please remain in 
your car or in the parking lot until then. Avoid forming a line at the entrances.  

 There are three points of entry to the sanctuary:  
o High Street Entrance: We are asking those who are able, to use this as the primary 

entrance so we can keep from forming a line at the Rodes Ave. entrance.  
o Rodes Ave. Entrance: Those with strollers, wheelchairs, or mobility issues, should 

use this as a primary entrance. All others, if there is no line formed, please feel 
free to use this entrance as well.  

o MLK Entrance: If you park on the MLK side, please use this entrance if you are 
able.  

o Please note: The preschool hallway (near the playground) will not be a point of 
entry and the doors will remain locked throughout the service.  

 Please clean your hands upon arrival using the hand sanitizing wipes provided outside all 
entrance doors. 

 Please wear a mask when inside the building.  

 Please do not congregate inside the building. If a line forms at an entrance, please 
maintain 6ft. distance between households.  

 Please maintain social distancing measures by keeping 6ft. between you and others at all 
times. Feel free to greet others with a wave, but we ask you to forgo handshakes and 
hugs.  

 Worship care is now available. Contact Carrie Beth Tonks for more information on 
childcare during worship.  

 Upon entering the sanctuary, look for an usher to direct you to a row. It might not be the 
area in which you typically sit, so please have some grace with us. We are asking 
households to sit together whenever possible. 

 If you are willing and able, please consider sitting in the balcony. Stairs to the balcony are 
available at all entrance doors. We are not able to utilize the elevator at this time, so if 
you require assistance or have mobility issues, please allow our ushers to seat you on the 
main level.   

 You’ll notice blue tape on each row, please sit with your back on the tape. Please do not 
spread out beyond the tape, as we have measured the space to maintain social 
distancing guidelines.  

mailto:carriebeth.tonks@gmail.com
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 Once seated, we ask you to remain in your designated space unless it becomes necessary 
to leave to use the restroom, soothe a child, or exit the worship service. We would like to 
limit the traffic in the aisles for social distancing purposes.  

 
 
Upon Departure:  

  

 When the worship service is over, please wait in your designated pew, as ushers will 
dismiss worshippers one row at a time, beginning with the main floor. Again, please exit 
and refrain from congregating in the lobbies.  

 Offering will be taken during the worship service, however for your safety we will not 
pass the offering plates. Online and mail-in options are available as well.  

 Please clean your hands upon departure using the hand sanitizing wipes provided outside 
all exit doors.  

 If you would like to socialize with other worshippers, please do so at an acceptable social 
distance in the green space, parking lot, or other outside space. We know you have all 
missed one another!  

 
Additional Guidelines: 
 

 Signage will be present outside and inside to remind you of all the guidelines.  

 Should you need to visit the restrooms, please follow these guidelines:  
o Due to limited bathroom facilities and sanitizing requirements, we strongly 

recommend utilizing restroom facilities before leaving your home and upon 
returning to your home after worship. However, the restroom facilities are 
available if needed.  

o The available restrooms are those behind the sanctuary.  
o If a line forms, please maintain social distancing in the hallway.  
o Only one person in each restroom at a time, with the exception of members of 

the same household.  
o The restrooms must be cleaned after each use, so we ask that you utilize the 

gloves, sanitizing wipes to sanitize the surfaces you touched, as well as the 
disinfectant spray to sanitize the air.  

o Please throw away the gloves and wash your hands upon departure.  

 Doors to EB2 and the ROC will remain locked during worship.  

 As of March 28, 2021, we will allow congregational singing. Both the early worship 
service and the 11AM worship service will feature live singers. We acknowledge the 
addition of singing increases the level of risk for virus spread, and recommend sitting in 
the balcony as a measure to reduce that risk.  

 And lastly, in the event a worship attender tests positive for the virus, we will follow the 
recommendation of the Lexington Fayette Health Department regarding notification of 
the congregation as well as seek advice from our Healthy at Worship Task Force and the 
Health Department, about how to proceed. Our Healthy at Worship Task Force will 
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continue to monitor our situation locally and address each situation on a case-by-case 
basis.  


