
To the person who is frustrated about buying gifts out of tradition… 

Writing this devotional thought has flooded my mind with incredible Christmas memories.  The 

twinkle in their eyes as Brandon and Andrew woke up early on Christmas morning to see gifts 

piled high underneath the Christmas tree.  I remember Brandon’s huge smile when he opened 

his Xbox and the hugs Tammy and I received when Andrew opened his drum set. Then there 

was the year Andrew opened his skateboard with zero emotion and we quickly realized he 

found all his gifts while snooping around the house.  Those are precious, wonderful, cherished 

memories that will stay with me for a lifetime.  

As Brandon and Andrew became adults Christmas shopping quickly became a chore. Their 

Christmas list became short or non-existent.  The whole month of December became stressful 

trying to figure out what they needed or what they would like.  All of this prompted the 

question, why do we continue to do the same thing?  How about presenting a new tradition of 

getting together for Christmas that did not revolve around gift-giving, but rather spending good 

quality time with one another.  Tammy and I decided to provide quality time and experiences 

with our growing family of Brandon and Caitlyn and Andrew and Chelsea.  

Tammy and I are looking forward to a new look at Christmas this year. Spending time with our 

growing family emphasizing on being in the moment with one another making new memories 

and creating new stories.  The one tradition that will be the foundation of our Christmas is to 

take time to acknowledge the ultimate gift in Jesus Christ.   

2 Corinthians 9:15. Paul exclaims, “Thanks be to God for His inexpressible gift.” The very 

essence of giving gifts for Christmas must include the divine overflow of God’s generosity, 

kindness, grace, and mercy.  We want to make sure that those we love get the perfect gift each 

year.  It is intoxicating to see the joy on the faces of those opening gifts. This is a simple 

reminder there is not a gift or life experience greater than the gift of the Immanuel Christ child.  

God giving up His Kingdom in Heaven to come to earth trumps all the presents and family 

traditions.  As the Christmases pass, look for new creative ways to spend time with your family 

but always make room to remember and reflect on the most inexpressible gift we could receive 

in Jesus Christ.   

 I’ll never forget those incredible Christmas morning of full of smiles, laughter and hugs from 

our boys, but I am equally as excited to see new traditions and share the same, genuine smiles, 

laughter and hugs from Brandon and Andrew, while remembering that we gather and share this 

time to acknowledge the precious gift of Jesus.   


