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Anticipation

Christmas seems to be coming earlier every year. By the time you
receive this mailing, stores will have been decorated for weeks with all of
the lights and tinsel we associate with Christmas. The truth is that
Christmas started just outside my office door sometime early summer.
(Joni actually listens to Christmas music year-round). Another truth is that
my mother usually starts singing “It’s beginning to look a lot like
Christmas…” no later than August. So, I have become accustomed, sort of.
This prior tempering notwithstanding, I do feel like Christmas is
coming earlier. Maybe we want it that way. Maybe we just want to get it
over with—the whole gift-buying, baking, cooking, wrapping, cleaning,
decorating ordeal. One might think we would welcome the flurry of activity
given the paucity of festivities in 2020; but maybe we are leery of
regressing into holiday mania. Maybe we should be. Perhaps it would be
healthier if we shifted away from preparing to anticipating.
You remember what it was like to anticipate Christmas don’t you? You
remember what it was like as a child to have the relative freedom simply
to wait for Christmas to arrive. I can remember vividly running up the drive
way with the Sears and Roebuck’s Wish Book Catalogue in hand. I would
circle the desired items, fold down the pages and wait for Christmas
morning. The anticipation was palpable.
When was the last time you anticipated the coming of Christ at
Christmas? Advent is a time of anticipation. It is not so much something to
be done as it is a time of being prepared as we wait and anticipate the
Gift, who is coming.
In the pages that follow, you will see a variety of ways we will anticipate
the coming of Christ this year. Through worship, we will anticipate by
reliving the story. We will consider the drama of Christmas in its several
scenes. Inside you will find our plans for each Sunday in Advent and some
words to inspire your weekly preparation for worship.
Perhaps there is no greater moment of anticipation than the
Christmas Eve service. We will gather again on Christmas Eve to sing, light
candles, share communion and listen to the words of the Christmas story
in one last act of anticipation. The feeling of joy and hope will permeate
our shared waiting.
This season will also include many opportunities to gather and
celebrate as well as to serve. Sometimes the best way to anticipate is to
enact the hope we know. The Advent season provides us many
opportunities to serve others in an effort to offer the four-fold gift of
Advent to many in our community.
Additionally, this publication includes information about events into
January and February. I hope you will take time to go ahead and put these
on your nice, fresh and empty 2022 calendar. These will give us something
to look forward to—to anticipate—once the lights of Christmas have
faded.
My prayer for all of us this Advent is that God will carve out time
and space in our lives that allows us to anticipate God’s coming.
Let us not assume what will happen. Let us not get so caught
up in preparing that we forget to be prepared. Instead, let us
anticipate, with hope, the Gift, who is coming.
Blessings,

Monty
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Ways You Can Get Involved
Sign-Up To Help With
Set-Up on Dec. 14 or
Pick-Up Day on Dec. 16

Donate Wrapping
Supplies
Scan the code for the
Christmas Project
webpage for sign-ups,
contact information
and more!

Sign-Up On Our
Website To
Wrap Gifts

Artwork by:
Joanna Desmennu, 5th grade

Pick-Up a
Wishlist and
Purchase a
Gift For
a Child
(Due back by
Nov. 28)

Our

H O P E

"I sure hope I passed that exam (pretty sure I flunked
it)." "Hope I make it on time (I left the house way too
late)!" For many people the word "hope" has an
escape clause in its meaning. But hope is different
from wishful thinking. Hope has a basis for optimism.
Maybe you've heard the story: A woman belonged to
an organization that furthered the education of
children in the hospital for long term care. She was
tasked to teach a particularly unresponsive new
patient. Entering his room she found a very badly
burned and mutilated child. She decided to treat him
like any other child and announced, "I'm here to
teach you algebra and adverbs." The following day
hospital personnel were astounded at the change in
the boy's attitude and spirit. When asked about it he
replied, "You don't teach algebra and adverbs to kids
who are going to die."
And so it is with Christian hope.
Far from
debilitating despair of wishful thinking, our hope
inspires us to live. It energizes us. Christmas is about
the birth of He who is our hope, the One who
promised we'll never die (John 11:25-26). Blessed
Hope indeed!

-Eric Fruge

Advent Worship
At A Glance
Week One:
Sunday, Nov. 28
at 11AM

Art by Judson Ridgway
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Calvary

Sermon:
In The Office of the Prophet,
Isaiah 40:1-11

Carols:
Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus
O Come, O Come Emmanuel
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

Our

Christmas Eve

Peace is a concept that often eludes me. I am more so
drawn to anxiety, hustle, and efficiency. When Advent
comes around, I find myself landing, exasperated, in a
season where we are called to sit and to wait. To be still,
and to pray for peace. And to be honest, I usually
struggle to be content in such peace. I think our world
does, too.

Service
6:00 PM

For this season, my prayer not only begs God for peace
for myself, but peace for our divided world. Jan
Richardson says,

Christmas
Cookie Bake
S u n d a y ,

D e c .

5 t h

3 - 6 P M

R O C

P E A C E

K i t c h e n

Calling all bakers! Calvary's Women's Ministry is hosting an
afternoon of fun and cookie baking! Help prepare 60 dozen
cookies for this year's Christmas Project families. Men and
women, young and the young at heart are all invited. Check-out
the CWM page on our website to sign-up and for more details.

“Let what distracts you cease. Let what divides you
cease. Let there come an end to what diminishes and
demeans, and let depart all that keeps you in its cage.
Let there be an opening into the quiet that lies beneath
the chaos, where you find the peace you did not think
possible and see what shimmers within the storm.”
Let us search for the opening into the quiet that lies
beneath the chaos this Advent season. Let us cease what
distracts and divides us and look for what shimmers
within the storm. Let us embody peace and bring peace
to our world.

-Abby Sizemore

Sermon:
A Long and Crowded Highway,
Matthew 1:18-24; Luke 2:1-5

Advent Worship
At A Glance

Carols:
Emmanuel/ His Name Is Called
Emmanuel
Once in Royal David's City
Gentle Mary Laid Her Child
The children's choirs will sing and
perform a percussion ensemble.

Week Two:
Sunday, Dec. 5
at 11AM

Our

Longest Night Service

J O Y

Wednesday, December 15

I can't say I have much joy this holiday season. As
I put it to a friend, "I am dragging my feet every
step." The holiday season is to be a joyful time,
right? Holiday movies make it seem that way.
People's social media look like it. And talking to
friends and family, they all seem to be having the
"best" holiday season. Not feeling this "joy" can
be isolating. It can feel like being the Grinch or
Scrooge. Trying not to be fake is hard, especially
when we have a great sadness inside.
Kacey Musgraves' song, "Christmas Makes Me
Cry," has the lyrics, "Whose broken heart, still
has broken parts just wrapped in pretty paper."
Those "broken hearts" can be from those missing
at the dinner table, burdens of a challenging
year, or not feeling love and acceptance from
loved ones. Whatever reason, one joy we can
always count on is our Savior's birth.
Remembering the "reason for the season" can
begin to heal a crack and maybe even cause us to
pick up our step. My prayer is for everyone to
feel even just a little joy rooted in Jesus Christ
this holiday season.

-Olivia Forester

Advent Worship
At A Glance

6PM in the Sanctuary
Dinner at 5:15PM
(no age group activities)

Christmas Caroling
Dec 20 & 21
6-8PM

Spread some Christmas
joy to Calvary's seniors.
Sign up online.
Scan the code to go directly to the sign-up

Sermon:
Out Back of the Bethlehem Inn
Luke 2:6-7

Carols:
Week Three:
Sunday, Dec. 12
at 11AM

Joy To The World
Away In a Manger
Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
The Sanctuary Choir will present
special selections.

"My favorite Calvary
Christmas tradition is the
Christmas music special
service. It's always well
performed and allows
Calvary to showcase its
talented musicians."

David
Carpenter

Our

Matthew
Kingkade

What stands out to me most about the early church is how
much the people loved each other, how much they went
out of their way to help each other, and how they simply
enjoyed eating together. "...every meal a celebration,
exuberant and joyful, as they praised God." (The Message)

"My favorite Calvary
Christmas tradition is
delivering Christmas
Project gifts and food
baskets with my family to
the community."

Looking For More Advent Devotions?
Scan this QR code
for printable
Advent devotions
written this season
by Calvary's
ministerial staff.

L O V E

Then I reflect on how much Calvary exemplifies these
same characteristics of loving each other. We do enjoy
being together. We do look out for each other. We do
enjoy eating together. I observe this in our Sunday School
classes, in the choir, in Wednesday evening dinners and
activities, in Sunday food truck meals, and in mission work
groups.
But this love doesn't end within our congregation- It
extends through many mission activities we are involved in.
I see the effects on others as we are involved in Build-ABed and Mission Health Lexington, the two activities I
have been most involved in. I have heard the little girl
shouting from her porch, "Mommy, here comes my bed,"
as we pull-up on delivery day. I have experienced the
thankfulness of patients for being able to receive
healthcare. But I know there are many other mission
activities going on as well, as evidenced by our Mission
Fair.
Calvary, you are a wonderful, loving church. What better
time to celebrate this than during Advent when we
celebrate God's love for us?

-JD Miller

Sermon:
A Clear, Star-filled Sky
Luke 2:8-20

Advent Worship
At A Glance

Carols:
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
While Shepherds Watched
Their Flocks
Angels We Have Heard On High/
Angels, From the Realms of Glory

Week Four:
Sunday, Dec. 19
at 11AM
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6-8PM

$5 per person
Take a drive through the Southern Lights at
the Kentucky Horse Park with us and enjoy
time with friends. Home pick-up and
drop-off available. Please contact Tyanna
or Hank to RSVP and to request home
pick-up.

Christmas Brunch
Sunday, December 12
9:45 AM Fellowship Hall

Christmas brunch and
program for LOGOS
adults and guest
Sunday School classes.

Women's Ministry
Mondays from
10:45AM-12PM
beginning

January 24
Women's Bible Study
This study, led by Eric
Fruge, will highlight
current scholarship and
some of the women who
have had formative
influence upon the
Christian faith using two
engaging books. Sign-up
information can be found
on our website or scan
the QR code.

Start the
new year
off with
Bible
study!
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Churchwide
Souper Bowl Lunch
12:15-2:00 PM
February 13 Fellowship Hall
Enjoy a free soup and cornbread lunch
with church friends and contribute the cost
of a Sunday lunch to help alleviate hunger.

Children's Ministry

Youth Ministry

Children's Christmas
Celebration

Don't miss this
party and the
hysterical white
elephant gift
exchange! Sign-up
now.

& Parents Night Out!
Friday, December 10
For Babies - 5th Grade
Cost: $5 per child
register online
Contact Carrie beth with Questions

6-9PM
Scan for
registration form

Bible Drill & Bible Buddies
Kick-off Lunch
JANUARY 9
12:10 PM-1:30 PM for grades 2-6

Weekly Youth Schedule

All youth grades 6-12 are
invited to join Calvary Youth on
(most) Sunday evenings from
5-8PM for Sunday Night Live!
The Youth also gather on

The whole family is invited to lunch! Then we'll play games
and activities to help you learn fun facts about the Bible,
Bible skills and Bible verses and learn about the Bible
Buddies and Bible Drill programs.

Wednesday evenings and have
Bible study time while other
age groups meet. Come hang
out with us and invite a friend!

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY DATES
FOR YOUR CALENDAR
December 19
Bethlehem Morning in Sunday School
January 30
Passport Kids Interest Meeting
January 16
New Kids on the PEW during worship
February 11
Children's Hearty Party & PNO
February 20
New Kids on the PEW during worship

Limited to
20 youth.
Don't wait
to sign-up!

DECEMBER

t Youth
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Dec 1
Church-wide Discussion #5, 6pm - 7:15pm
College & Young Adult Christmas Party, 6:30PM
Dec 5
2nd Sunday of Advent/Combined Worship, 11 am
Cookie Baking, FH, Kitchen, 3pm - 6pm

Grades 6-12

Dec 7
Japanese Gift Wrapping Class, 6:30pm - 8pm

Camp dates
July 11-16

Dec 8
Choir Dress Rehearsal, 6:30pm - 8:30pm
Dec 10
Children's Christmas Celebration, 6pm - 9pm
Dec 11
Youth Christmas Party & Dinner, 5pm - 8pm

Cost is $440
($100 non-refundable
deposit due by February 1)

Dec 12
3rd Sunday of Advent/Combined Worship &
Music Ministry Presentation, 11am
LOGOS Christmas Brunch, 9:45am - 10:45am
Dec 13
Finance, 12pm - 1pm

Register now using the QR code

Dec 14
Christmas Project Food Box Assembly and Filling
Deacons Meeting, 5:30pm - 7pm
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Dec 15
Longest Night Service, 6pm - 7pm
Dec 16
Christmas Project Pick-up, 4pm - 8pm
Dec 19
4th Sunday of Advent/Combined Worship, 11am
Dec 20 & Dec 21
Caroling to LOGOS, 6-8PM
Dec 24
Christmas Eve Service, 6pm

JANUARY
Jan 9
Bible Drill/Bible Buddies Kick-Off Lunch, 12:10pm - 1:30pm
Jan 10
Finance, 12pm - 1pm
Jan 11
Deacons Meeting, 5:30pm - 7:30pm

Grades 3-5

Jan 14
Winter Youth Summit begins

Camp dates June 21-24

Jan 16
Winter Youth Summit ends
Jan 19
College/Young Adult UK Watch Party, 7pm - 10pm

Cost $305
Deposit ($61) due
February 1

Jan 24
CWM Bible Study begins, 10:45am - 12pm
Jan 30
Passport Kid's Camp Interest Meeting, 9:30am - 10am
Passport

Kids Cam
p

FEBRUARY
Feb 2
Children & Youth International Mission Study, 6pm - 7:20pm

Passport Kids Camp
Interest Meeting
Sunday, January 30
9:30AM, Fireside Rm.

Feb 11
Children's Hearty Party & PNO, 6pm - 9pm
2021

Feb 13
Souper Bowl Lunch, 12:15pm - 2pm
Feb 14
Finance, 12pm - 1pm
Feb 15
Deacons Meeting, 5:30pm - 7pm
Feb 20
Quarterly Business Meeting, 12pm - 12:30pm

A Look
Back at Fall
at Calvary
Pumpkin Carving, Fall Festival,
Churchwide Bonfire, Fall Trips, Meals
Together, Church Picnic, Mission
Opportunities, Worship & Bible Study

CHURCH
PICNIC '21

It was a picture-perfect day for our annual church picnic at
Donamire Farm, complete with beautiful weather and great
friends. Pushing the date back to September proved to be a
success as the sun was shining, but the temperature was more
moderate than previous years.
You could hear bean bags hitting the cornhole boards, giggles
from the little ones as they raced down the slide, and the
murmur of conversation between friends as they sat around the
picnic tables. Perhaps the biggest hit of this year's picnic was
the 9-Square in the Air, built by JD Miller, that enticed both
young and the young at heart to vie for the chance to become
"King."
Memories were made for sure, but even more was procured
through the community that continues to be cultivated within
our church family through church-wide events.

W E L C O M E

B A C K ,

Wednesdays!
Wednesday Nights At Calvary Returned This Fall After More Than A Year On Hold Due To The Pandemic

It was all smiles as our children's ministry welcomed back
our Mission Kids (RA's, GA's, and Mission Friends) as
well as our Praise Kids which includes our children's
choirs.

Our church family once again gathered around tables to
share a meal and fellowship. Adult Bible study, led by
Pastor Monty, was focused on "Finding Our Way" as we
move forward into Calvary's future. The Sanctuary Choir
resumed Wednesday evening rehearsals.

Students in our youth ministry were excited to get back
to open gym and time spent in Bible study and
discussion. They kicked-off with an outdoor game night,
complete with cornhole and Spikeball.

Wednesday nights in the gym became the place to be for
our college students and young adults as they kicked off
Bible Study+Rec. From volleyball to bowling, this crew
has enjoyed their time together and developing
community.

There are days in the life of a church that stand out as especially sacred; Days when
the Spirit is not just present, but is palpable. And when you're present for such a day, it
serves to remind you of the gift that is the church, and the privilege of being part of
the body of Christ. This year's Deacon Ordination, August 22, was indeed such a day.
Family, friends, and our congregation filled the pews as 14 members of our church
family lined the front of the sanctuary to receive the laying on of hands, a significant
aspect of the ordination service we were unable to include last year due to the
pandemic. The line to bless the newly ordained deacons stretched around the
sanctuary and included preschoolers to senior adults and every age group in between.
It was a beautiful picture of the Calvary family supporting one another, recognizing
one another's gifts and leadership, and celebrating servant ministry.
Last year, the deacon ordination service was moved from Sunday evening to Sunday
morning worship in an effort to allow more people to participate as well as to
emphasize the importance of our deacon ministry here at Calvary. After receiving
feedback and noting the increased participation, the decision was made once again to
proceed with the service during morning worship this year.

SET APART FOR

SERVICE
NEWLY ORDAINED
DEACONS
RECOGNIZED AND
COMMISSIONED TO
MINISTRY HERE AT
CALVARY

"It was very special to me that more children and adults were able to participate by
having deacon ordination during 11AM worship," said Julia Hutchens. "What a
wonderful way for Calvary to worship together and pray over our deacons."
Calvary's deacon body, comprised of 48 men and women representing different age
groups and Sunday School classes, serve and minister to our church family through
leadership, outreach, worship, encouragement, missions, and bereavement. We are
grateful for the time they dedicate and the ministry the Lord has given them here at
Calvary.
"Calvary has been and still is a big part of my life," said Barry Lawson, newly ordained
deacon. "I love this church and I am honored to serve."

"I love this
church and I
am honored
to serve."
-BARRY LAWSON

VIEW M O RE
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Christmas Eve
Service
at Calvary

6:00 PM
You are invited to experience Christmas
Eve worship in the heart of Lexington.
Join us for communion, carols, and
worship designed for the whole family.
Art by Judson Ridgway
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